
 

Feb. 19, 2021 

 
Dear Woodland Families,  

I know that many of you tuned in for the Special Board of Education meeting last night, so this weekly update 
will mostly focus on providing a summary of that discussion and next steps.  

As a reminder, we have a special event tonight in honor of Black History Month. I hope you will join us at 6 
p.m. to hear from Dr. Runoko Rashidi on the Historic Global African Presence. Join the presentation virtually 

HERE, kids are welcome!  

Special Board of Education Meeting, Feb. 18 
Last night I presented an alternate timeline for transitioning to the Hybrid Learning model to help increase the 

amount of in-person learning days for Woodland students. (View Presentation) With new information from 
federal and state agencies, increased safety mitigation measures, teacher vaccinations underway, and 
improvements in local metrics for COVID-19, the Board of Education voted to approve the new plan. This 

increases the number of in-person learning days in two ways:  

1. Accelerates the timeline by bringing students back to in-person learning before spring break. 
2. Changes from a model that split 1st - 8th grade students into thirds, to a 50/50 model. Students will go 

to school in-person every other week, instead of every three weeks.*  

Remote Learning is still available to all students who have selected to continue in this model.  
*This new information only applies to students in 1st - 8th grade. There are no changes to the Special 
Education, Early Childhood and WELE students (Phase 1), or Kindergarten (Phase 2) students except for a 

new start date.   

Schedule Change for ALL Students 
March 1 - The Board voted for ALL students (Remote and In-Person) to switch to the new school schedules on 

March 1. This change applies to everyone in all grades, even if you have selected to stay remote all year, and 
even if your group has not yet started in-person learning. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87590855903
https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/domain/28/2020-2021%20board%20meetings/HybridPpT021821.pdf


 

50/50 Model for In-Person Hybrid Learning 
One of the ways to increase in-person learning days is to switch from a ⅓ model to a 50/50 model. This does 
not apply to students in Special Education Structured and Instructional classrooms. Students will be remote on 

ROAR Monday, and attend school every day Tuesday through Friday in-person. You will also remember that 
Kindergarten and early childhood students have always planned for a 50/50 model using an AM/PM split. They 
will be remote on ROAR Monday, and attend school every day Tuesday through Friday in-person in their 
assigned AM or PM group.  

This new information is specifically for the students in 1st - 8th grade. This group was originally split into thirds 
with the option to attend in-person every third week. The new plan is to split them into two groups, Group A (A - 
LL) and Group B (LM - Z), which gives them the opportunity to attend in-person every other week. These 

students will be fully remote on ROAR Mondays, and when it is their group’s week, they will attend in-person 
Tuesday - Friday.  

To understand when your student will begin in-person learning, you will need to first identify their group, and 

then look for that group on the calendar. To identify their group, you need to know their grade, and then 
determine if they are Group A (A-LL) or Group B (LM - Z) based on the Parent/Guardian last name as it 
appears in Skyward Family Access.  

You will also see that the first week your child’s grade and group begins their in-person schedule starts with an 

Orientation Day on Monday. All other Mondays for your student will be ROAR Mondays in Remote Learning, 
but that first week we will use the Monday as an orientation for in-person students. This will be used to go over 
in-person procedures and social distancing, and give students time to get used to the school and the new 

routine. Students that have selected the Remote Learning model, and students in the other group, will have an 
asynchronous day while the classroom teacher conducts the in-person orientation.  

DATES AT A GLANCE: Please review the full calendar for additional details. 

 Week of March 1 - ALL Students switch to new school session times. Instructional, Structured, Early 
Childhood and WELE begin in-person. 

 Week of March 8 - In-person learning starts for Kindergarten and for Group A 1st, 4th, and 6th grade 

 Week of March 15 - Group B in-person starts for 1st, 4th, and 6th grade 

 Week of March 22 - Spring Break 

 Week of March 29 - Group A in-person starts for 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 7th and 8th grade 

 Week of April 5 - Group B in-person starts for 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 7th and 8th grade 

We realize this schedule appears confusing at first glance, and it would be hard to answer every question in 
one letter. Take some time to look through the materials, and follow your child(ren)’s group through the 
calendar. Each school principal will continue to break this down more specifically for what to expect when you 
transition to in-person at each school. You can also look forward to additional support from your child’s 

classroom teacher to help the students in their class prepare for the transition. Once we get students rolling in, 
we believe the students will pick up the new schedule quickly.  

Learning Model Change Request Form 

With Board of Education approval of the new model and timeline, we understand that you may wish to change 
the learning model you had previously selected for your child. We are opening a short window for requesting 

https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/domain/28/2020-2021%20board%20meetings/HybridReEntCl021821.pdf
https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/domain/28/2020-2021%20board%20meetings/HybridReEntCl021821.pdf


 

changes by using this form. Requests to change your child’s learning model are due by Feb. 24. It is important 
to note that not all requests will be granted. The first priority must be safety and we are required to maintain 
social distancing. If there is room for additional in-person students in your child’s classroom/group we will do 

our best to make the change. Once we reach in-person limits, your request will not be granted and you will go 
on a wait list. You will be notified no later than March 3rd regarding the status of your request. Please complete 
this form for each student for whom you are requesting a change in method of instruction. Transportation is 
also an important part of this process, and it’s possible that bus routing may take a bit longer. CHANGE 

REQUEST FORM. 

If you do not know which learning model you have selected for your child(ren), please log in to Skyward Family 
Access. This information is listed as “Method of Instruction” in the “Student Info” tab.  

Transportation - Bus information 
Woodland bus service will be available for students returning to in-person Hybrid Learning. If you do not know 
your bus information, this is an important next step! 

Please check your child’s bus information by logging in HERE. You will need your Family ID Number which is 
both the login and password. You can find this in Skyward Family Access under “Student Information”. (View 
"My Child's Family" and look for "Family ID Number".) If a bus stop change is needed, please fill out the 
Revised Bus Information form as soon as possible.  

For further assistance, please call the main Transportation number at 847-856-3644 or email 
Trans@dist50.net. 

There is a great deal of information we will be sharing in the next few days and weeks. I tried to summarize the 

most urgent information for this week’s update, and next week I will cover the importance of self -certification, 
and provide additional information about how the school day will look. As I mentioned above, you should also 
be on the lookout for information from your school principal for information on when you can come to pick-up 

bus tags and self-certification lanyards and other school specific information you will need.  

I can’t wait to see our students return and I appreciate your patience as we continue to navigate this health 
crisis.  

Your Partner in Education, 

 
 

Dr. Lori Casey, Superintendent  
Woodland D50 
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